
It is a salient fact that the lead-
ing assault on the democratic
rights of U.S. workers today comes
from the United States govern-
ment—the same
government sworn
to uphold our Con-
stitution and the
Bill of Rights, that
preaches democra-
cy in the Middle
East while it
wages wars there
for control of oil.

For decades civil
liberties have been
assaulted under
the guise of fight-
ing crime, drugs
and terrorism. The Supreme Court
chips away at our protections,
Congress increasingly circum-
scribes our freedoms and intelli-
gence agencies routinely ignore
constitutional protections, compile
files on tens of thousands of citi-
zens, spy, wiretap and plot break-
ins and disruptions.

Today, the government’s “war
on terror” has brought few terror-
ists to justice, yet serves to justify
full-scale assaults on our liberties
under the Patriot Act and other
post-9/11 legislation. U.S. citizens

have been “disappeared” and un-
constitutionally held without
trial. Persons defined as “enemy
combatants” have been spirited

off and tortured.
Phone records,
bank records, e-
mail and library
records are sub-
ject to seizure
without war-
rants.

Our freedoms
and liberties are
not mere privi-
leges we enjoy by
the grace of our rul-
ing class or govern-
ment bureau-

crats. They are, it has been said,
conquests of civilization wrested
from tyrants by our forebears at the
price of rivers of blood.

Capitalism is increasingly in-
compatible with freedom and de-
mocracy. To save capitalism, its
ruling class must destroy freedom
and democracy. To save freedom
and democracy, the capitalist sys-
tem, the system of economic despo-
tism, must be destroyed. Socialist
economic democracy alone can
fully guarantee lasting freedom
and democracy.
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For important articles on major developments that 
affect the lives of working people, read THE PEOPLE regularly.
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❑ Please send me free information on socialism.

❑ I enclose $5.00 for a one-year subscription to The People (6 issues),
official journal of the Socialist Labor Party.

❑ I enclose $2.00. Please send me 100 copies of Civil Liberties and
Repression.
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